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the Commonwealth as well as citrus fruits The Murray
irrigation areas grow citrus and other fruits and are also
the home of the dried fruit industry in Australia

The other method of increasing water supplies is by boring
in  artesians  basins    of  which  the  Great  Artesian   Basin

FIG 58   Artesian Bore Western Queensland
stretching from the Gulf country to the Murrumbldgee is the
largest known anywhere This vast area receives in general
less than 10 inches of rain a year and the sinking of bores to
tap the subterranean waters has become an important part
of development Large variations occur both in the quality*
and quantity of the flow from these bores Much of the
water is so salt that it is useless for irrigation because of
the alkaline deposits left on the surface by evaporation
The artesian water supplies  of  the Great  Basin have
become of prime importance to the sheep and cattle lands of